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Advancing Cervical Cancer Elimination in Korea Multistakeholder Dialogue
PRIORITY AREAS OF ACTION

INTRODUCTION

On 1 July 2026, Crowell Global Advisors, as Secretariat to the APEC Cervical Cancer
Workstream, convened a multi-stakeholder policy dialogue in Seoul on advancing cervical
cancer elimination in Korea. Building on the dialogue first held in November 2024, the
session brought together senior representatives from across government, the clinical and
academic communities, and industry to reflect on Korea's progress and to identify the
priority areas of action that can accelerate elimination in the years ahead.

The dialogue was honored to receive the support and engagement of the National
Assembly. Deputy Speaker Nam In-soon joined in person to offer words of
encouragement, and congratulatory remarks were received from National Assembly
members So Byung-hoon, Suh Myung-ok, and Kim Yoon. Their shared recognition of
cervical cancer elimination as a national health priority, and of the importance of
connecting Korea's efforts to the APEC Cervical Cancer Roadmap 2026-2030, set a
constructive tone for the discussions that followed.

The dialogue also benefited from a virtual keynote address by Dr Lee Joong-Kyu, Director
General, Bureau of Public Health Policy from the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW),
which reflected on Korea's progress in cervical cancer control and set out the policy
environment ahead. Dr Lee highlighted the Fifth Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan
(2026-2030) as an important turning point, in particular the shift to a gender-neutral
vaccination system through the expansion of HPV vaccination to 12-year-old boys. He
noted the steady decline in cervical cancer incidence and mortality over the past decade
and the strong survival outcomes achieved through Korea's national screening program,
while acknowledging that screening participation, at 60.1% in 2024, remains short of the
WHO's 70% target, with persistent gaps among vulnerable groups and across regions.
He further pointed to the advancement of digital registries and stronger multi-sectoral
governance as means to link the full continuum of cervical cancer care.

Participants included representatives from the Ministry of Health and Welfare, the Korea
Disease Control and Prevention Agency, and the National Cancer Center, alongside
leading clinicians and academics from the Korean Society of Gynecologic Oncology and
Korea's major medical and research institutions, and industry partners. This breadth of
participation reflected a shared understanding that elimination depends on sustained
collaboration across sectors.

The discussion was structured around three themes, vaccination, screening, and the
wider systems and infrastructure needed to sustain progress. The sections that follow
summarize what was discussed under each theme and set out the priority areas of action
that emerged.
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These priority areas were identified through the collective discussions of participants.

VACCINATION

Participants welcomed the encouraging early rollout of Korea's gender-neutral HPV
vaccination program and considered how best to build on this strong start. The discussion
focused on three areas. The first was sustaining and growing uptake for the gender-
neutral vaccination program. The second was strengthening tailored communication for
parents, schools, and providers on gender-neutral vaccination. The third was how
serotype coverage needs to broaden from quadrivalent to 9-valent vaccine over time.
Underpinning the conversation was a shared recognition that the gender-neutral launch
represents a landmark achievement, and that its long-term success will depend on
consistent implementation, public confidence, and a well-sequenced path forward.

Priority Areas of Action

Action 1. Sustaining and growing uptake for the gender-neutral vaccination
program.

Attend to vaccination completion, where some drop-off has been noted,
drawing on school-based checks and reminder already applied for girls.
Continue using Korea’s data systems to measure efficacy, monitor uptake,
and inform policy as the male cohort matures.

Action 2. Strengthening tailored communication for parents, schools, and
providers on gender-neutral vaccination.

Develop clear, gender-specific messaging on the direct health benefits of
vaccination for boys, alongside engaging teachers and school nurses to
encourage uptake.

Broaden provider awareness beyond gynecology to include urology and
ENT.

Action 3. Advancing broader serotype coverage for both genders over time.

Build the economic and evidence case, using domestic implementation
data and international cost-effectiveness evidence.

Develop a financing pathway to support the transition.

Engage the National Assembly, budget stakeholders, and fiscal authorities
as the evidence continues to mature.

Explore complementary or alternative funding sources, recognizing that
the government budget alone may not be the only pathway to sustaining
and expanding coverage.
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2. SCREENING

Participants focused on advancing the transition to HPV DNA testing and the pathway
beyond it. The discussion centered on two areas. The first was sequencing, with HPV
DNA adoption seen as the step that precedes wider use of p16/Ki-67 dual stain triage for
HPV-positive women. The second was addressing the cost, guideline, and consistency
barriers to national implementation. A common thread in the discussions was a shared
recognition that Korea has the clinical and laboratory foundations to modernize its
screening pathway, and that the transition will need to be carefully evidenced and
sequenced.

Priority Areas of Action
Action 1. Building the evidence and policy foundation for HPV DNA testing.

i. Develop the evidence base for the transition to HPV DNA testing, covering
cost-effectiveness relative to current cytology, clinical performance,
quality-control and reporting standards to ensure consistency across
settings.

ii.  Support the inclusion of HPV DNA testing in national screening guidelines,
with attention to screening interval and reimbursement considerations
within universal health coverage.

iii. Recognize the expectation that testing costs will fall as adoption scales.

Action 2. Recognizing dual stain triage as a precision tool for HPV-positive
women.

i.  Clarify the role of p16/Ki-67 dual stain triage within an evolving co-testing
framework.
ii. Raise awareness among primary-care clinicians of its clinical value.

Action 3. Strengthening coordination for a consistent national screening
pathway.

i.  Support coordination across clinical disciplines and with MOHW and the
National Cancer Center to underpin a consistent, evidence-based national
screening pathway.



Crowell
Globdl
Advisors

3. ADVANCING TOWARDS CERVICAL CANCER ELIMINATION

Participants considered how to coordinate elimination efforts across sectors and sustain
them over time. The discussion centered on three areas. The first was convening the right
ministries, agencies, and non-health sectors, with MOHW well-placed to lead. The second
was framing cervical cancer as a whole-of-society social issue rather than a health
concern alone. The third was the potential value of a dedicated body to align efforts and
funding. A common thread within the conversation was a shared recognition that Korea's
strong existing systems provide a firm foundation, and that elimination will depend on
coordination that reaches beyond any single ministry.

Priority Areas of Action
Action 1. Framing cervical cancer elimination as a whole-of-society priority

i.  Recognize that elimination reaches beyond any single ministry.
i. Consider a coordinating mechanism to ensure that each pillar, vaccination,
screening, and treatment, receives equal priority.

Action 2. Bringing wider sectors into the conversation

i.  Engage education sector and schools to support joint health education for
boys and girls.
i. Engage professional health and medical societies beyond gynecology,
including urology and ENT.
iii. Engage civil society and community voices to build broader public
ownership of elimination goals.

Action 3. Strengthening coordination and integration within existing
systems.

i.  Build on Korea’s existing health system by integrating HPV activities end-
to-end, rather than creating parallel structures.

ii.  Strengthen coordination across MOHW, KDCA, MPB, MOEF, and partner
ministries and government bodies to reduce silos in decision-making.

Action 4: Exploring a dedicated national elimination plan or coordinating
body.

i. Consider a dedicated plan or body with clear targets, governance, and
sustained financing.

i. Draw in MPB and MOEF alongside relevant fiscal and cross-sectoral
committees.
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Action 5. Drawing on international experience in multi-sectoral elimination
planning.

i.  Pursue structured exchange with peer economies on best practice to
inform Korea’s approach.

MOVING FORWARD

These priority areas will be shared with the National Assembly, the Ministry of Health and
Welfare, and the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency for their reference and
consideration.

The National Assembly has shown strong interest in cervical cancer elimination, reflected
in the participation of Deputy Speaker Nam In-soon and the congratulatory remarks
received from members So Byung-hoon, Suh Myung-ok, and Kim Yoon, and this
document is offered as a resource to support continued parliamentary engagement on
the issue. It will also be extended to the Ministry of Planning and Budget as an important
stakeholder, given that financing runs through a number of the priorities identified,
spanning vaccination coverage, screening transition, and systemic coordination.

Crowell Global Advisors, as Secretariat, welcomes continued engagement from all
participants and stakeholders as these priorities are taken forward.

The dialogue brought together senior representatives from the Ministry of Health and
Welfare, the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency, the National Cancer Center,
the Korean Society of Gynecologic Oncology, leading academic and research institutions,
and industry partners.

These priority areas reflect the discussions of participants convened in Seoul on 1 July
2026.
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This is an Al-generated Korean translation provided for convenience. For precise nuance,

please refer to the English version.
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